Here’s what you need to know about……. INSURANCE

Proof of insurance is required to rent at the A.R.T./New York Theatres, and certificates are due one week prior to the start of your rental.  Your policies need to be in place for the entirety of your rental period as indicated in your rental contract.  Depending on the needs and scope of your production, the specific policies necessary may vary.  Read on for more information.

WHAT POLICIES DO I NEED TO OBTAIN?
General Liability
General Liability insurance covers damages to people or property that occur during your use of the space.  Every company will need to have a GL policy.

Host Liquor Liability
This coverage allows your company to serve alcohol at no charge for an event like a private reception or champagne toast. Host liquor is also required to be able to offer beer or wine for suggested donation.  Most every General Liability policy that we’ve seen includes it already, but a few do not.  The best time to find out is when you are getting quotes on your GL; ask your broker to confirm if host liquor is included even if you are unsure if you will need it.  It’s better to plan for it now than be caught without it later.

What if I want to sell alcohol?
By law, you are required to obtain a liquor permit from the New York State Liquor Authority in order to sell alcohol, and you must abide by all regulations pertaining to sales.  Additionally, you will be required to purchase a separate Liquor Law Liability insurance policy.

Auto & Umbrella Liability
For shows with more substantial set designs or other complex production needs*, Auto Liability and/or Umbrella Liability will also be required.  What are those, you say?  That’s a great question, so glad you asked!

Commercial Non-Owned and Hired Auto Liability 
Fun fact - your General Liability policy only covers what happens inside the walls of the building.  So, what about getting stuff into and out of the building?  That’s where Auto Liability comes into play.

A Commercial Non Owned and Hired Auto Liability policy covers damages to people or property that occurs when you are loading or unloading a vehicle and moving the items to the front doors.  It also covers damage to the building itself should you, for example, accidentally back up the vehicle too far and hit it. The policy should cover all employees, crew, or other personnel who will be working on your production.

Please note this is different than collision insurance that you have when owning or renting a car.
 
Umbrella Liability
Think of being with a group of people and suddenly the skies cloud over and it starts to downpour.  (That never happens in New York, right?).  You’re in luck though, because someone has an umbrella so you all huddle together to stay dry.

That’s essentially what an Umbrella Liability Policy is.  It provides an extra layer of coverage above your other insurance policies, acting like an “umbrella” above your other policies. This offers flexible coverage in the event of claim(s) that exceed the limit of a policy on its own.

* This is determined in conversation with you. Our early rental conversations will provide an indication.  As we learn more about your production during our scheduled eight- and four-week production meetings, we’ll confirm what policies will be needed.

THIS SOUNDS LIKE A LOT…. ARE THERE OTHER OPTIONS?
For shows that are simpler in production scope, an affordable way to obtain insurance is through our Tenants and Users Liability Insurance Policy (TULIP).  This is a policy that the A.R.T./New York Theatres has for our physical building, and provides $1million of General Liability coverage with host liquor liability included.  

The catch is, the TULIP cannot be used for outside rental equipment or other vendors which require proof of insurance; it’s only for the building. This is something you should think carefully about. If there’s a chance you will want to rent extra lights, or additional microphones, or a piano, it’s better to plan to obtain your own insurance policy.

Use of the TULIP is subject to A.R.T./New York’s discretion.  We are happy to discuss the TULIP further as part of the rental contracting process.

WHAT ABOUT MY PEOPLE?  
In addition to the above, you will need to provide proof of Workers Compensation Insurance covering all of your employees including staff, crew and performers.  If you are producing under an AEA contract, this is something that Equity will require too.

If your company does not have employees, utilizes volunteers, and/or if you are producing under the AEA Showcase Code, you will need to provide proof of Volunteer Accident Coverage.  
 
WHAT ABOUT MY STUFF?  
The insurance policies above do not cover the stuff you bring in for your production such as scenery, costumes, lighting, sound, etc as well as personal property of your staff and company. For that, you will want to explore Property Insurance. This is not required and it’s your business decision to make.  However, please note that A.R.T./New York is not responsible and has no liability for loss or damages to any equipment or property that is owned, rented, brought into, or stored in the building by your company.  

WHAT LIMITS DO YOU REQUIRE?
You can find a handy sheet with all the deets that you can give to your broker on this website:
www.art-newyork.org/rent-with-us
 
WHAT IF I HAVE AN ANNUAL INSURANCE POLICY?
Please be aware that our insurance requirements may be different than other venues your company has worked in before.  We strongly recommend reaching out to your broker early – share our insurance requirements with them and ask what your annual policy already includes.  If there are things your policy does not have, let’s chat about it before your renewal so you’re not caught off-guard later.  Please reach out to the General Manager of the A.R.T./New York Theatres to discuss.

WHAT IF I WANT TO USE A FIREARM // COOK ON A REAL GRILL // FEATURE AN AERIALIST // INSTALL A LARGE POOL // HAVE LOTS OF AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION // INSERT OTHER COOL EFFECT HERE?
Let’s chat!  In addition to ensuring it is permissible under our lease and determining that the effect can physically be done safely within the venue, we will also ask for written assurance on your COI that your insurance policy will cover the effect.

WHAT IF I AM CONTRACTING A COMPANY TO DO WORK FOR ME?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Companies that you have contracted to do work in our building will also need to provide proof of insurance and name us as an Additional Insured. This includes but is not limited to scene shops who are loading in your set, caterers who are serving food at your opening night party, and similar things.  Please reach out to the General Manager of the A.R.T./New York Theatres for a sample COI.
 
STILL HAVE QUESTIONS?
Please reach out to:
Kendra Ramthun, General Manager of the A.R.T./New York Theatres
(212) 594-5414 ext 102 or kramthun@art-newyork.org
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